
 

As we get ready to light the last candle of Hanukkah, we do so in a
moment of profound urgency, when the lessons of Jewish history feel not
only relevant, but alarmingly present.

In the wake of the recent antisemitic attack in Australia, many of us are
grappling with the reality of Jewish lives taken simply for gathering to
celebrate their faith. What is hardest to confront is what this moment now
demands of us. Antisemitism is not a memory. It is a current threat. It is
escalating.

Hanukkah reminds us that light is not passive. It is created through
action. Moments like this reaffirm why Holocaust education, historical
truth, and moral courage are not optional. They are essential if we are to
build a society that understands where hatred leads and is prepared to
confront it before it turns deadly.

In my role as Executive Director, I am deeply honored to serve this
community at such a critical moment. I am profoundly grateful for the
extraordinary support surrounding the Hilton Family Holocaust Education
Center. Though the Center has not yet opened its doors, the strength of
community belief in this project is unmistakable. Thanks to your
generosity, our Building a Legacy of Hope Capital Campaign reached
$45 million, bringing us just $3 million shy of our $48 million goal. This
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achievement reflects shared resolve, trust, and a collective commitment
to education as a force for change.

The stories in this newsletter, from Adam Katz’s inspiring Bar Mitzvah
project to the growing list of donors stepping forward, are reminders that
the future is shaped not only by institutions, but by people who choose to
act. Each gift, each conversation, and each act of engagement helps
ensure that remembrance leads to responsibility.

As we celebrate Hanukkah, Christmas, and the New Year, may we
recommit ourselves to the values that unite us. Kindness. Empathy.
Courage. Hope. Thank you for welcoming me into this role, for standing
with us, and for helping to build a center that will serve and protect future
generations.

With gratitude,

Talli Dippold
Executive Director
Hilton Family Holocaust Education Center

 

Left to right: Jamie, Adam & Ozzie Katz
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The Bar Mitzvah Project Making a Lasting Impact

Last spring, Ozzie and Jamie Katz introduced us to their son Adam as he
began planning for his October 2025 Bar Mitzvah at Congregation Beth
Tefillah. In keeping with the tradition of selecting a community service
project, an act grounded in the Jewish value of Tikun Olam, “repairing the
world,” Adam chose to support the Hilton Family Holocaust Education
Center (HFHEC).

Rather than accepting personal gifts, Adam invited family and friends to
make donations to the HFHEC. He created a video, sent emails, and
even led a parlor meeting at his home, where we shared the Center’s
mission and Adam made a heartfelt appeal. Ozzie and Jamie further
strengthened his efforts by generously pledging to match all contributions
up to $50,000.

Adam’s dedication inspired remarkable results: he raised $73,498.70
from his community, and with his parents’ matching gift, the Katz family
contributed a total of $123,498.70 to the Building a Legacy of Hope
Capital Campaign. When asked about his outstanding achievement,
Adam says, “Anything is possible. The sky is the limit!”

We are deeply grateful to the Katz family, and especially to Adam, for
their extraordinary commitment and generosity. Adam’s commitment is a
shining example of how the dedication of young people can energize and
strengthen our mission.

 
 
 

 

Year End Giving Strategies from the Center for
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Jewish Philanthropy of Greater Phoenix

As the year draws to a close, it’s the perfect time to reflect on your
philanthropic goals and maximize the impact of your generosity. With
important changes to tax laws taking effect in 2026, thoughtful year-end
giving can help you make the most of your charitable dollars and support
the causes you care about deeply.

In the article below, CJP’s Chief Philanthropy Officer, Gail Baer, shares
timely insights on how planning ahead—through strategies such as
bunching gifts, funding donor-advised funds, and donating appreciated
assets—can unlock greater benefits for both your community and your
legacy before the new year arrives. 

Whether you’re a long-time supporter or exploring planned giving for the
first time, this guide is a valuable resource as you consider your
philanthropic roadmap.

 

Read the CJP Article Here

 
 
 

 

Honoring History. Meeting the Moment.
$3 Million to Go.

With heartfelt gratitude to our growing and dedicated community, we are
thrilled to announce that our campaign has now reached $45 million in
support of building and endowing the Hilton Family Holocaust Education
Center. The generosity of our donors—and your referrals—is making this
vision a reality.
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Since excavation began, the overall project budget increased from $45
million to $48 million. This adjustment reflects updated construction
estimates, enhanced exhibit development needs, and the integration of
expanded security and technology infrastructure to meet present-day
requirements.﻿

To date, more than 1,100 donors have contributed gifts ranging from
under $1,000 to an inspiring $7 million. There remain meaningful
opportunities to participate or to increase an existing commitment.
Donors who give $5,000 or more will be recognized on an artist-
designed wall in the new center’s lobby. Pledges may be made over a
three-year period. 

To learn more about giving opportunities or to discuss increasing a gift,
please contact Frank Jacobson at fjacobson@azjhs.org.

 

DONATE

 
 
 

Thank You to Our Newest Donors!
We gratefully acknowledge and celebrate our newest supporters, whose
commitment bolsters our mission of Holocaust education and
remembrance. Your involvement energizes and sustains our work. As of
December 17, 2025, we recognize the following individuals and families
who have made gifts and commitments of at least $5,000 since
September 11, 2025.

Donors Include:
 

Pillars $250,000+ 
Diane & Bruce Halle Foundation

The Urdang Family
 

Visionaries $100,000+
*Steven Crystal & Karla Reynolds from the Crystal Family Foundation

Jeremy & Cheyenne Jalowiec
Mal and Jane Jozoff
*Judy & Mark Searle

* Increased gift from Builders level
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Builders $50,000+
Arthur and Marlene Greenberg

The Lindzon Family
Steve and Debbie Moak

*Mitchell and Debbie Stillman
*Increased gift from Benefactors level

 
Benefactors $25,000+

*Julie & Michael Bennett Family Foundation
Russ and Janet Jones

Abby, David, Skylar & Samara Kaplan
*Leah Pallin-Hill & Bryan Hill

*Perkins Coie
Todd Stevens

**Valley Heritage Foundation
*Increased gift from Guardians level

** Increased gift from Sustainers level

Guardians $10,000+
Anonymous

Cunningham Giving Fund -Karen Cunningham
Larry and Rhonda Dubin

Helios Education Foundation
*William G. and Debra F. Lewin Family Fund

Dr. and Mrs. Steven M Malkin
Monheit Frisch Charitable Fund

Debbie and Jon Rosenberg
Dayna Schlang & David Schlang z”l

Judith and Jerel Shapiro
Madelyn and Michael Stoll

Richard and Sheryl Weisberg
* Increased gift from Sustainers level﻿

 
Sustainers $5,000+

Anonymous
Karen and Alan Bakst

Jody Bartel
The Bazaar, Inc.

Shelley Cohn
Judith and Rick Cooper

Gary and Peggy Dorfman
The Nanberg Family

Steven and Lois Scheiner
Karen Tendler Scates

Stein Family Charitable Fund

Click here to see a current listing of all donors over $5,000 and
﻿the donor giving categories.

 
 

Chanukah in Carefree
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Left to right: Mandy Grossman, Susie Sacks, Karen Acker, Einat Orlev

We wish to thank and acknowledge Karen Acker and all the volunteers
who have dedicated their time and energy to create the annual
Chanukah in Carefree, a nightly menorah lighting event to celebrate the
eight nights of Chanukah and raise money for a local nonprofit. This year,
funds raised from the event have benefitted the Hilton Family Holocaust
Education Center. Thank you, Karen, for all your hard work and your
years of dedication to bring light and tikun olam to our greater Phoenix
community. 
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